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Author Roger Wilkins to Be Featured in 'Provocative Perspectives’ Series at Cal Poly Jan. 15 
SAN LUIS OBISPO –Writer, historian and civil rights activist Roger Wilkins will speak at Cal Poly on Jan. 15 
as part of the university's "Provocative Perspectives" series at a 7:30 a.m. faculty and staff breakfast in Vista 
Grande, and at 11 a.m. in Chumash Auditorium in the University Union. A brief march through campus in 
memory of Martin Luther King, Jr. will follow. 
Wilkins is currently Clarence J. Robinson Professor of History and American Culture at George Washington 
University. He won a Pulitzer Prize for Watergate coverage at The Washington Post and has published 
articles and columns in dozens of magazines. He is familiar to viewers of PBS’s News Hour as a frequent 
commentator on social and racial issues. 
Wilkins, who holds a law degree from the University of Michigan is the author, most recently of “Jefferson’s 
Pillow: The Founding Fathers and the Dilemma of Black patriotism,” which won the 2002 NAIBA Book 
Award for Adult Non-Fiction. 
Wilkins’ breakfast talk is intended for Cal Poly faculty and staff; however, his talk in Chumash is open to the 
public. Community members are invited to attend and to join Cal Poly students, faculty, and staff in a brief 
campus march to commemorate the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Faculty and staff interested in partaking in the breakfast must make a reservation. The reservations will be 
saved on a first-come, first-serve basis. For reservations, contact Gabrielle Lea, (805) 756-7006. 
Provocative Perspectives, according to Cornel Morton, vice president for student affairs and program creator, 
is “focused on providing the campus and community with speakers who will promote conversations about 
diversity, civility and intellectual freedom.” 
Future guest speakers in the series will include Robert O’Neil, law professor, director of the Thomas Jefferson 
Center for the Protection of Free Expression and authority on the First Amendment, on March 4; and Nikki 
Giovanni Jr., internationally known poet, writer, commentator, activist and educator, on April 8. 
For more information on Wilkins or other speakers, call Pat Harris, (805) 756-2582. 
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